
CHAIR’S WELCOME

Dear All,

The next ENVI meetings will take
place on 28 September, 1 and 2
October.

Those opposed to resolute action
against climate change believed that
COVID-19 could have been used as
the scapegoat to put ambitious
policies on the backburner, if not
halting or reversing them altogether.
They are being proven wrong. As
President von der Leyen eloquently

put it in her State of the Union address, we now have an opportunity “to make
change happen by design – not by disaster or by diktat from others in the
world”. And in no other field is change by design needed as much as in our
climate ambition. In ENVI we intend to use this opportunity. Others are also
moving. On Wednesday President Xi Jinping made a key announcement
committing China to achieve climate neutrality by 2060. If the US were to come
back to the Paris Agreement after 3 November, we could hope for a new
momentum and a return to higher global ambitions and cooperation.

The day after her key address in the European Parliament, the Commission
tabled an amendment to the proposed European Climate Law, to include the
2030 emissions reduction target of at least 55% as a stepping stone to the 2050
climate neutrality goal and to make this the EU's new Nationally Determined
Contribution under the Paris Agreement to be submitted to the UNFCCC by the
end of this year. We now also have a clear calendar of initiatives to concretise
our ambition: a beefed-up EU ETS, Effort Sharing Regulation and strengthening
CO2 standards for road vehicles - just to name a few. None of this will be easy,
but it is urgent and necessary, and the ENVI committee is ready.

Starting with the Climate Law, a week before von der Leyen’s address, ENVI had
adopted its position asking for a 60% reduction target. Next week, we will
exchange with Executive Vice-President Timmermans on the Commission’s
climate objective and on how to act in the speediest and most effective way in
order to turn the Climate Law proposal into binding legislation.

Ensuring that money is well spent will be key to fulfil our climate ambition: that
is why on Thursday, jointly with the Budgetary Control Committee, we will hold
two exchanges: one with the European Court of Auditors on climate action
spending and another with the Institute for European Environmental Policy.
The latter will present the study commissioned by the European Parliament on
climate mainstreaming in the EU budget. In the same vein on Thursday and
Friday, we will hold the votes on two ENVI legislative opinions: on establishing
the InvestEU Programme and on the public sector loan facility under the Just
Transition mechanism. It is essential that all EU programmes and actions row in
the same direction.

On Monday and Thursday, we will also vote on the first ENVI legislative own-
initiative report on an EU legal framework to halt and reverse EU-driven global
deforestation on the basis of article 225 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the
EU. The rationale for this report stems from the un-abating rate of
deforestation worldwide: a calamity that has worsened during the pandemic.
It is estimated that EU consumption represents around 10% of global
deforestation. Reversing deforestation is thus both a duty and a possibility for
the EU and it will be key to protecting biodiversity, creating carbon sinks and
sustainably supporting local communities. We are requesting the Commission
to come forward with a legislative proposal as early as possible in 2021.

The success of environmental policy rests on good legislation but possibly even
more on proper implementation. On Thursday, we will hold an implementation
session with the Commission on the Ambient Air Quality Directives. As one of
the major causes of premature deaths in the EU, it is absolutely key to put air
quality at the centre of the EU actions and ensure our legislation is fit for
purpose. Members have tabled written questions to the Commission on issues
ranging from the validity of sampling points to the links with the European
Green Deal. The exchange will feed into the work on the implementation report
on Air Quality being drawn up in ENVI.

As always, you can follow the ENVI Committee meeting live at:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html

You can also follow the activities of the ENVI Committee on its official Twitter
account @EP_ENVIRONMENT

Pascal Canfin - 25 September 2020

MEETING ITEMS

Results of of the votes of the last ENVI meeting are available here.

Votes (28 September):
 Objection pursuant to Rule 112(2) and (3) and (4)(c) : maximum levels of

acrylamide in certain foodstuffs for infants and young children
 An EU legal framework to halt and reverse EU-driven global deforestation

(final vote on 1 October)
Votes (1-2 October):
 Establishing the InvestEU Programme (1st and 2nd October)
 Public sector loan facility under the Just Transition mechanism (1st and 2nd

October)
Exchange of Views:
 with Mr Frans Timmermans, Executive Vice-President of the Commission,

on “Stepping up Europe’s 2030 climate ambition” (28 September)
 with Commission representatives: implementation session on air quality

(1st October).
 with the Commission and the European Food Safety Authority on the

content of the bee guidance (1st October).

ENVI IN THE NEXT PLENARY

Draft agenda of the Plenary available here.

VOTES

An EU legal framework to halt and reverse EU-driven
global deforestation

In the political guidelines of July 2019
for the incoming Commission,
President von der Leyen confirmed her
support for a right of initiative for the
European Parliament. When
Parliament, acting by a majority of its
members, adopts resolutions
requesting that the Commission
submit a legislative proposals, the
Commission’s President committed to

responding with a legislative act, in full respect of the proportionality,
subsidiarity and better law making principles. This legislative own-initiative
proposal is the first ENVI report which, on the basis of article 225 of the Treaty
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on the Functioning of the European Union, would seize on President von der
Leyen’s pledge. The rationale for this report stems from the un-abating rate of
deforestation in the last three decades: since 1990, 1.3 million km2 of forests
have been lost - an area larger than South Africa. Reversing deforestation is key
to protecting biodiversity, creating carbon sinks and sustainably supporting
local communities. Whilst work needs to continue to safeguard EU forests, the
focus of the legislative INI is on addressing EU-driven deforestation globally
through regulatory action. It is estimated that EU consumption represents
around 10% of global deforestation with palm oil, meat, soy, cocoa, eucalyptus,
maize, timber, leather and rubber among the main drivers of deforestation.
31 compromise amendments have been negotiated covering most of the 599
amendments tabled. The compromises underline how voluntary initiatives,
third-party certifications and labels have so far failed to halt the deforestation
trend worldwide. The compromises thus call on the Commission to present an
impact assessed proposal for an EU legal framework based on mandatory due
diligence, reporting, disclosure and third party participation requirements, as
well as liability and penalties in case of breaches of obligations for all companies
placing for the first time on the Union market commodities entailing forest and
ecosystem risks and products derived from these commodities. The annex of
the draft report details the elements that the new proposal should include: the
objective, the scope, the general obligations for any natural or legal person
placing FERCs on the internal market, definitions, due diligence requirements
and provisions on control, monitoring, enforcement, sanctions and access to
justice. INTA provided an opinion to the ENVI report with exclusive
competences under Rule 57 of the Rules of Procedures, specifically with respect
to provisions concerning Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade and
the connected Voluntary Partnership Agreements reached with third countries.
DEVE, AGRI and ITRE contributed to the report with opinions.
Rapporteur: BURKHARDT (S&D)
Shadows: BENTELE (EPP), ŞTEFĂNUȚĂ (Renew), MÉLIN (ID),
TOUSSAINT (Greens/EFA), ZALEWSKA (ECR), KONEČNÁ (GUE/NGL),

Objection: maximum levels of acrylamide in certain
foodstuffs for infants and young children
Adoption of motion for resolution (see meeting documents)

The ENVI Secretariat has received
an objection to the RPS measure
Commission Regulation
amending Regulation (EC) No
1881/2006 as regards maximum
levels of acrylamide in certain
foodstuffs for infants and young
children. It sets maximum levels
for certain contaminants in
foodstuffs. In 2015, the European

Food Safety Authority (EFSA) adopted the scientific opinion on acrylamide in
food. Based on animal studies, the EFSA confirmed that acrylamide in food
potentially increases the risk of developing cancer for consumers in all age
groups. Since acrylamide is present in a wide range of everyday foods, this
concern applies to all consumers. The current levels of dietary exposure to
acrylamide across age groups indicate a concern with respect to its carcinogenic
effects but children are the most exposed age group on a body weight basis.
Given the possible health concern, in particular for infants and young children
and since mitigation measures are available to achieve low levels of acrylamide,
the Commission finds it is appropriate to establish maximum levels for the
foods for infants and young children covered by Regulation (EU) 2017/2158.
According to the Commission, the maximum levels are set at a strict level, that
is achievable by applying all possible mitigation measures and that provides a
high level of human health protection.

The objectors oppose the draft measure on the grounds that it is not
compatible with the aim or the content of Council Regulation No 315/93, which
indicates that contaminant levels shall be kept as low as can reasonably be
achieved by following good practices at all the stages. Having in mind that
acrylamide is a carcinogen, mutagen, skin sensitizer and suspected for being
toxic for reproduction, they consider the proposed maximum levels too high,
especially considering that the proposed levels are already easily met by most
products on the market, and lower levels have been proven to be achievable
without big efforts. This draft Commission Regulation is falling under the
regulatory procedure with scrutiny (RPS) and is thus an RPS measure, which the
EP can veto. The entire parliamentary procedure, including a possible vote in
plenary, must be concluded within the three-month scrutiny period ending on
23/10/2020.
Co-sponsors: PAULUS (GREENS/EFA), SCHALDEMOSE (S&D), HOJSÍK (Renew), EVI (NI),
PIETIKÄINEN (EPP), WALLACE (GUE/NGL).

Establishing the InvestEU Programme
Adoption of a draft opinion (see meeting documents)

The previous InvestEU Commission
proposal of May 2018, now
withdrawn, envisaged four thematic
windows, notably: Sustainable
Infrastructure, Research, Innovation
and Digitisation, SMEs; and Social
Infrastructure and Skills. The new
proposal for the InvestEU reflects in
part the partial agreement already
reached between the European
Parliament and the Council in April

2019. However, it provides for two main changes in terms of financial capacity
and scope; an increase of the InvestEU budget and in particular doubling of the
financial envelope for the sustainable infrastructure window; and an addition
of a fifth window – the strategic European investment window – in order to
cater for the future needs of the European economy and to promote and secure
EU strategic autonomy in key sectors such as health and key technologies. In
the new proposal the Commission proposed to reduce the allocation for the
third and fourth window, in favour of the new fifth window. 180 Amendments
have been tabled to the proposal and three compromises have been negotiated
covering the key parts of the report.

Rapporteur: CANFIN (Renew)

Public sector loan facility under the Just Transition
mechanism
Adoption of a draft opinion (see meeting documents)

This proposal concerns the
implementation of the third pillar to
the Just Transition Mechanism as
outlined in the Sustainable Europe
Investment Plan. It aims at
reinforcing the JTF and concurs in the
achievement of the JTF goal through
its capacity of widening the scope for
investments addressing social and
economic costs occurring in specific

territories in the climate transition. The budget allocated is divided into a grant
and a loan component, of which the grant, financed from the EU budget from
assigned revenues and budgetary resources, will reduce the financial burden
for beneficiaries resulting from the reimbursement of the loan that will be
provided by a finance partner. While the grant component of EUR 1.525 billion
(to be implemented with EIB), financed by the assigned revenue EUR 1.275
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billion (this includes up to 1 billion EUR provisioning of the EU guarantee
established by the EFSI) and partly with appropriations programmed under the
MFF 2021-2027 for EUR 250 million, the European Investment Bank (EIB) will
be the finance partner of EUR 10 billion, the possibility to cooperate with other
finance partners is provided for, in particular in case of possible future increase
of resources, or in case specific implementation challenges arise. The public
sector loan facility aims at mobilising between EUR 25 and 30 billion of public
investments over the period 2021-2027. Union Support should only be made
available to Member States with at least one territorial just transition plan
already adopted under the JTF. The work programme and calls for proposals
will also take into account the territorial just transition plans submitted by
Member States to ensure that coherence and consistency across the different
pillars of the just transition mechanism is ensured. Support should only be
provided to projects that do not generate a sufficient stream of own revenues
that would allow them to be financially viable and to be financed solely by loans
provided on market terms. The Regulation also aims at providing advisory
support via the InvestEU Advisory Hub. 119 amendments have been tabled to
the proposal.

Rapporteur: CANFIN (Renew)

EXCHANGE OF VIEWS

Exchange of views with Mr Frans Timmermans,
Executive Vice-President of the Commission, on
“Stepping up Europe’s 2030 climate ambition”

On 17 Sept 2020, the Commission
adopted its 2030 Climate Target
Plan, consisting of: a
Communication on Stepping up
Europe's 2030 Climate Ambition;
an accompanying Impact
Assessment; an EU-wide
Assessment of National Energy and
Climate Plans; and an amended

proposal on the draft European Climate Law to incorporate the new 2030
emissions reduction target.

The IA has concluded that 55% net emissions reduction by 2030 on 1990 levels
is both feasible and realistic to achieve. Given that with status quo and current
measures in place, the Union is expected to surpass its 40% climate target,
however, the current measure will also only lead to 60% cuts by 2050, a high
ambition is in order.

The Communication foresees a set of actions required across all sectors of the
economy to achieve this more ambitious decarbonisation pathway. It outlines
which pieces of legislation the Commission will review by June 2021 to
implement the new target: the EU ETS, the Effort Sharing Regulation, LULUCF,
the Energy Efficiency Directive, the Renewable Energy Directive and the CO2
Emissions Performance Standards for Cars and Vans Regulation. Further
legislation that would be update in due time is the Energy Performance of
Buildings Directive and the Ecodesign Directive, legislation supporting the roll
out of the necessary infrastructure such as TEN-E and TEN-T and the Alternative
Fuels Infrastructure Directive, and the Regulation on the Governance of the
Energy Union and Climate Action.

The Commission has invited the co-legislators to confirm the new target (as
part of the amended Climate Law proposal - currently EP and Council prepare
their respective positions for negotiations) so that it can be submitted by the
end of the year as the EU's new NDC under the Paris Agreement. The new more

ambitious NDC would set the stage for the upcoming UN climate negotiations
in 2021, thereby reinforcing the EU's global leadership.

The new 2030 climate target will also help to focus Europe's economic recovery
from the current pandemic by directing funds to the appropriate investments
in a resource-efficient economy, innovation in clean technology,
competitiveness and green jobs. The EU will be spending EUR 1.8 trillion to help
reboot the economy, and a minimum of 30% will be spent in support of climate
objectives.

Implementation session on air quality - Exchange of
views with the Commission

In accordance with the Annual Scrutiny
Plan for 2020, the ENVI Committee will
hold at this meeting an
implementation session on Directive
2008/50/EC on ambient air quality and
cleaner air for Europe and on Directive
2004/107/EC relating to arsenic,
cadmium, mercury, nickel and
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons in
ambient air (Ambient Air Quality

Directives - AAQDs). Members were invited to table questions on the
implementation of these two Directives. They tabled several questions, on
matters such as the “Scope of the Ambient Air Quality Legislation”,
“Assessment of air quality - limit values”, “Monitoring air quality - monitoring
networks”, or “Monitoring air quality - sampling points”, “Implementation and
enforcement of ambient air quality legislation”, “Review of the Ambient Air
Quality legislation”, “ Air quality and the European Green Deal”, and finally
questions on the emissions legislation.

NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT

Recent publications:
 Study on The EP carbon footprint: towards carbon neutrality
 Study on Strengthening Europe in the fight against cancer
 Briefing on Assessment of COVID-19 surveillance case definitions and data

reporting in the European Union
 Briefing on medicine shortage in the EU during the novel coronavirus

outbreak
 In-depth analysis on Brazil and the Amazon Rainforest: Deforestation,

biodiversity and cooperation with the EU and international forums
 Briefing on the EU's public health response to the novel coronavirus outbreak
 Workshop proceedings on cancer prevention – modifiable risk factors (Health

Working Group)
 Study on EU public health policies - state of play, current and future

challenges (also its At a glance version)
 Study on EU environment and climate change policies - state of play, current

and future challenges (also its At a glance version in EN and FR)
 Study on international climate negotiations in view of the COP25 UN Climate

Change Conference in Madrid

Upcoming publications:
 Briefing paper on Opportunities of post-Covid-19 European recovery funds in

transitioning towards circular and climate neutral economy (October 2020)
 In depth analysis on the link between biodiversity loss and the increasing

spread of zoonotic diseases (October 2020)
 Briefing on the Greenhouse gas emissions from shipping: waiting for concrete

progress at IMO level (September 2020).
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES

European Environment Agency (EEA)
Health environment, healthy lives: How the
environment influences health and well-
being in Europe. A significant proportion of
the burden of disease in Europe continues to
be attributed to environmental pollution
resulting from human activity. This report

highlights how the quality of Europe’s environment plays a key role in
determining our health and well-being. More info here.

European Medicines Agency (EMA)
EMA is endorsing the use of dexamethasone
in adults and adolescents (from 12 years of
age and weighing at least 40 kg) who require
supplemental oxygen therapy. The
application, from Taw Pharma, was

evaluated by EMA’s human medicines committee (CHMP) according to an
accelerated assessment timetable. In July 2020, published results from the
RECOVERY trial found that in patients receiving hospital treatment for severe
respiratory complications of COVID-19, there were fewer deaths in those
treated with dexamethasone. In patients on invasive mechanical ventilation,
29% of those treated with dexamethasone died within 28 days of starting
dexamethasone treatment compared with 41% of patients receiving usual care,
a relative death reduction of about 35%.. More info
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)

EFSA has assessed the risks to human and
animal health related to the presence of
glycoalkaloids in food and feed, particularly in
potatoes and products derived from potatoes.
Glycoalkaloids are naturally occurring

compounds found in the Solanaceae family of plants, which includes potatoes,
tomatoes and aubergines. Experts identified a health concern for infants and
toddlers, considering both mean and high consumers. Among adults, there is a
health concern for high consumers only. More here.

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)
Reducing the emission of intentionally added
microplastics ECHA has recently updated its
restriction proposal on intentionally added
microplastics. The updated proposal increases
the reduction of emissions in absolute volumes

compared to the original proposal, to at least 500 000 tonnes over the next 20
years. The changes made follow evidence received during a six-month
consultation of stakeholders, which ran from March to September 2019.
Comments came from 477 individual stakeholders, including industry, NGOs,
local communities and sports associations were received and processed.
ECHA’s Committee for Socio-Economic Analysis is expected to adopt its opinion
by the end of 2020. The decision on the restriction and its scope will be made
by the Commission with the EU Member States – taking into account ECHA’s
proposal and the opinions of the scientific committees. Read more

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control
(ECDC)

Threat Assessment Brief: Reinfection with SARS-
CoV-2: considerations for public health response
Cases with suspected or possible reinfection with
SARS-CoV-2 have been recently reported in
different countries. In many of these cases, it is
uncertain if the individual’s Polymerase Chain
Reaction (PCR) test remained positive for a long

period of time following the first episode of infection or whether it represents
a true reinfection. The recent ECDCD Threat Assessment Brief aims to elucidate
the characteristics and frequency of confirmed SARS-CoV-2 reinfection in the
literature, to summarise the findings about SARS-CoV-2 infection and antibody
development, and to consider the following questions: How can a SARS-CoV-2
reinfection be identified? How common are SARS-CoV-2 reinfections? What is
known about the role of reinfection in onward transmission? What do these
observations mean for acquired immunity? More here.

Next meetings of the ENVI Committee: 12-15 October 2020 (Brussels).
Future meetings: 2020 meeting dates.

Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP web site or on Europarl TV.
Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also
download the extracts of speeches.

More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of the
ENVI Committee.

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to European
Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.
For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu

Further information sources: The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes,
information notes and workshop proceedings. To request a hard copy of any
publication please contact Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The
European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) provides research publications in the
area of environment, public health and food safety. You can find all the latest
publications on the European Parliament website’s Think Tank pages.
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